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A sage said a country is judged by the quality and quantity of proverbs it has. This sage is no one but my grandfather, may God bless his soul, whom you can’t make head or tail of what he‘s saying because of the overuse of deep cultural proverbs. A proverb is actually the juice of a human experience in a certain domain and it was transmitted to us from generation to generation. Below is a collection of some overused proverbs along with their equivalent in Arabic language      
	The Arabic Equivalent
	                    The English Proverb

	كل الأمور خير إذا انتهت على خير
	- All’s well that ends well

	كل الطرق تؤدي إلى روما
	- All roads lead to Rome

	المظاهر تخدع
	- Appearances are deceptive

	من زرع حصد  -    كما تدين تدان
	- As you sow, so shall reap

	الكلاب التي تنبح نادرا ما تعض
	- Barking dos seldom bite

	الشحاذون لا يختارون
	- Beggars must not be choosers

	متأخر قليلاً ولا العدم
	- Better late than never

	عصفور في اليد خير من عصفورين على الشجرة
	- A bird in the hand is worth two  in the bush

	لا تعمل من التل جبل
	- Don’t make a mountain out of a molehill

	القول أسهل من العمل
	- Easier said than done

	ما يأتي بسرعة يذهب بسرعة
	- Easy come, easy go

	العين بالعين والسن بالسن
	- An eye for and eye, and a tooth for a tooth

	الصديق عند الضيق
	- A friend in need is a friend indeed

	في العجلة الندامة
	- Haste makes waste

	الشاطر الذي يضحك في الآخر
	- He laughs best who laughs last

	الصحة أنفع من الغنى
	- Health is better than wealth

	المعرفة قوة
	- Knowledge is power

	دع الماضي للماضي – ليفات مات
	- Let bygones be bygones

	الولد صورة عن أبيه
	- Like father, like son

	كل لتعش ولا تعش لتأكل
	- Live not to eat, but eat to live

	الأخلاق تصنع الرجل
	- Manners make man

	المال يتحدث
	- Money talks

	كلما كثر ما لديك، كلما كثر ما تطلب
	- The more you have, the more you want

	الحاجة أم الاختراع
	- Necessity is the mother of invention

	لا تؤجل عمل اليوم إلى الغد
	- Never put off till tomorrow what may be done today

	لا مجازفة، إذن لا مكسب
	- Nothing venture, nothing gained

	مصائب قوم عند قوم فوائد
	- One man’s meat is another man’s poison

	يجب على المرء أن يتراجع لكي يقفز بطريقة أفضل
	- One must draw back in order to leap better

	بعيد عن العيد، بعيد عن القلب
	- Out of sight, out of mind

	الأوقات الحلوة تمر بسرعة
	- Pleasant hours fly fast

	الفقر ليس عاراً
	- Poverty is no sin

	مارس ما لا تدعو إليه
	- Practice what you preach

	الوقاية خير من العلاج
	- Prevention is better than cure

	الصمت يعني القبول – السكوت علامة الرضا
	- Silence gives consent

	السكوت من ذهب
	- Silence is golden

	إذا كان الكلام من فضة فالسكوت من ذهب
	- Speech is silver, silence is golden

	أطرق الحديد وهو حامياً
	- Strike while the iron is hot

	من يخاف من الأشباح تظهر له
	- Talk of the devil and he is sure to appear

	الأذواق تختلف
	- Tastes differ

	ليس هناك متعة بلا ألم
	- There’s no pleasure without pain

	لا ورود من غير سوك
	- There is no rose without a thorn

	ليس هناك دخان من غير نار
	- There’s no smoke without fire

	الوقت يطير
	- Times flies

	عندما تغيب الهرة تلعب الفئران
	- When the cat is away the mice will play

	
	- Action speak louder than words 

	ليس كل ما يلمع ذهب
	All that glitters is not gold- 

	تفاحة كل يوم تجعل الطبيب بعيدا
	- An apple a day keeps the doctor away

	لا فائدة من البكاء على اندلاق الحليب 
	- It is no use crying over split milk

	لا أمواج بدون رياح
	- No wind no waves

	
	- To err is human; to forgive is divine

	الوقاية خير من العلاج
	- Prevention is better than cure

	كلاب الحي الواحد تنبح بنفس الطريقة
	- Dogs of the same street bark alike.

	السطل الفارغ ينتج الضجيج اكثر
	- Empty vessels make the most noise.

	أنضر قبل القفز
	- Look before you leap.

	الحاجة ام الاختراع
	- Necessity is the mother of invention.

	Meaning
	The English proverb

	  One should not criticize others for faults similar to one's own.
	People who live in glass houses should not throw
 stones.     

	You can offer someone an opportunity to do something but you can't force them
	You can lead a horse to water but you can't 
 make it drink.

	A person with determination will find a way of doing something
	Where there's a will, there's a way.

	  If too many people are involved in something, it will not be done properly.
	Too many cooks spoil the broth

	  It is human nature to make mistakes, therefore one should forgive.
	To err is human, to forgive divine

	 There is always one who doesn't behave or perform like the others.
	There is a black sheep in every flock

	  Words and communication have greater effect than war and fighting.
	 The pen is mightier than the sword 


	 There is hope even in the worst of times.
	 The darkest hour is just before dawn.

	  It takes a long time to do a job properly.  You should not expect to do it quickly.
	 Rome was not built in a day

	Don't Risk everything by relying on one plan
	Don't Put all your eggs in one basket

	  Doing something repeatedly is the only way to become good at it
	Practice makes perfect.

	We tend to forget people or things that we do not see.
	Out of sight, out of heart

	Don't miss opportunities that come along
	Opportunity seldom knocks twice.

	People don't always like the same things
	One man's meat is another man's poison

	When two people do something together, one will be the leader 
 and the other will be the subordinate.
	If two ride a horse, one must ride behind.

	Don't rush into doing something until you know how to do it.
	Learn to walk before you run

	 If you try to do two things at the same time, you won't succeed in doing either of them
	If you chase two rabbits, you will not catch either
 one.

	You call home the place where the people you love are
	Home is where the heart is.

	The first person in the line will be attended to first
	First come, first served

	Don't judge by appearances
	Don't judge a book by its cover.

	Don't complain if you can't enforce your point of view
	Don't bark if you can't bite


                                                      Good Luck
          Have a nice day     
