Hi, I'm Julia Stone and I'm on tour here in France. I'm from Sydney, Australia.

When did you start music ? 

I started playing the trumpet when I was years old and then I played all through school, playing in the school band. And when I was 19, I started playing music with my brother Angus and we have been playing together for about 6 years now. So, I guess since I was 5, my mum and dad are both musicians, so for a long time. 

Have you always wanted to be a musician ? 

No, when I was at school I wanted to be lots of different things. I wanted to dance, I wanted to... you know I don't what the French word for an archaeologist ? I didn't know what it meant, I just liked the sound. Digging up things, I used to love digging. My grandparents had a farm and I used to spend a lot of time digging up old... the farm was on an old damp, like old rubbish place and I used to like digging up old bottles and I though it would be nice to dig up old bones.

What kind of studies did you do ? 

I studied trumpet playing, I played this and I practices and studied musical theory of trumpet and classical music through school. And then when I left High school, I went to University to do media studies and visual communication. So, it's kind of a broad study of different subjects because I only did one year, and then I dropped out of university to go travelling with my boyfriend. My first year in university was like philosophy and anthropology, it was very general and a little bit of media studies. Then I went travelling and I was away for a year in South America, and sometime here in France and in India. This is when I started writing music, and I never went back to study again, I kept playing music. 

How did you come to work with your brother ?  

I just said before I went to South America with my boyfriend when I left school and my brother flew over to visit me because I was away for a year. And we went on a trek into the jungle into the Amazon, and he was writing music and taught me how to play the guitar. A year later, I came back to Australia and I moved in to a house with him. We were both just always writing music and writing songs and then we didn't have jobs so we were doing nothing, so we started doing “open mic nights”. Then we got a manager, then a record deal and we just kept on playing music together until now. 

Why did you decide to make a solo album ?

Do you have a brother or sister ?  We were together everyday for 6 years, travelling, playing music,living in hotel rooms and we needed a change, I got tired of hanging out with my brother. It's nice to make music with him but we both wanted to try something different 

Which artist inspires you ? 

So many, it's always changing but I love Fleetwood mac, an old band from the 70's. My dad plays in a band and he plays old music like Fleetwood Mac, Bob Dylan and Neil Young. So I grew up listening to this music  and then when I was a teenager I really loved like pop music – like bad music, the Spice Girls

Now I love David Bowie, lots of people we tour with. When we play the shows, the bands that play before or after us. 

Do you write the lyrics or the music first ? 

It kind of all happens at the same time, it's like playing guitar and playing chords and I start to sing and the words and the music all come out at the same time. It's always been like that for me. 

Do you have a favourite song in your album ? 

It changes but I really like singing at the moment “it's all ok” . I like singing it because the words make me feel like really sad. But I like this feeling that the things in your like don't necessarily happen the way you think that they're gonna happen. And I like to feel sad but also to say “it's all ok” because love will find a way to be what love is. And I think that it's a good thing for me to always remember that even when I feel bad, I feel sad, I feel pain, in the end it's all happening the way it's meant to happen. And I also get to play the electric guitar in that song... I like that. 

Do you enjoy making videos for your shows ? 

Yeah, It's like one of the funniest thing about making music is that you get to do these little movies and it is really fun and you get to be in videos with actors and actors are crazy people. It's like a school project or something, everybody gets together and everybody works on it and everybody has a role. It's like a day of  crazy

early morning make up and hair...  it's really fun. It's very fulfilling and at the end of it you get to see this thing that you've created with everybody, it's cool.

Do you remember your first concert ?

Yeah, I was probably 14, or 13 and my dad's band – he was playing at this local market day, and all my friends from school had come down. Have you guys heard about Van Morrison ?  He's like a singer from the US and he has a song called Moondance and I got up and  sang this with my dad's band and it was really bad but really fun. And I remember my mum took me shopping to buy a nice outfit for the performance. And it was really an ugly outfit but it was really fun, yeah it was good. 

How long have you been on tour ? 

3 months, I started in May  - 5 months, I don't know, I think about 5 months with a couple of breaks in between. 

I started in Amsterdam and then did like 6 shows  Amsterdam, Berlin, Paris, London, New York, L.A. And back to Australia and then stayed in Australia for 6 weeks all over Australia and then came here and now Switzerland and France. And then next week to Germany.

Do you often come back to Australia ? 

Yeah, at least 3 times a year. Sometimes for Christmas with my family. In Australia where I live, Summer is so beautiful and we live on a beach, it's like surfing and sailing. So I always try for December, January and February to be in my home town cause all my friends are there and everybody surfs and drinks beer... It's just a really nice time to be in Australia. It's a good country. Has anyone here been to Australia ?  It's very far away - 

24h in a plane, so it takes a while. 

Do you have time to visit the places you're going to ? 

Yeah, sometimes, like yesterday in Paris we had a day off so we can walk around and... Normally I go to bed so late, like after the show we all go out  and by the time i'm in bed it's 3 in the morning, 4 in the morning. So I wake up in the afternoon. I get up and it's sound-check and dinner and then shows. So, sometimes – sometimes we have days off  but not always...

Are you working on another album ? 

Yeah, not yet. I'm writing songs. I'm always writing songs. But i'm not in a studio. Next year, maybe July next year I'll go back in a studio. I keep touring until April next year, so after that...

Do you know French artists or songs ? 

I did a duet with a French artist called Benjamin Biolay. I know his music quite well. Serge Gainsbourg, we like his music in Australia as well. Phoenix, you know Phoenix ? Very good. M ? 

I like French music, it's really cool. I like to sing in French, I'm learning. Like you guys are learning English, i'm learning French. I can sing a little bit in French, but I can't speak in French. 

Which artist would you like to work with ? 

I like Vanessa Paradis, I like a French artist as well – Camille. She's really beautiful, I like collaborating. There's lot of American artists like Justin Vernon, he plays in a band called Bon Yver, he's so beautiful. I love working with all kinds of musicians and artists, so all the time people want to work together on songs, I always love doing this. 

What kind of music do you listen to ? 

All different, depending on how I feel. You know sometimes – because i'm always making sounds – always sound-check and shows, quite often when i'm all by myself, I just like quiet, like no music. And then sometimes I think music helps to make you feel things. If I feel like things are hard and breaking up with somebody, or falling in love, it's nice to have like a soundtrack for that. And it's always different, whatever music comes along and finds its way into my life.

You have travelled a lot, Is there a city you particularly like ?

I really love being in Paris, so many beautiful places and restaurants. Really good shopping. At the beginning of this tour, we spent some time in lake Geneva in Switzerland – it's so beautiful, it's like lakes and mountains, just amazing people. And I love Berlin, I think it's so fun. I guess I love everywhere I go, it's always experiences with the places that make it good. We always seem to have a day off in Paris, so it's fun there.

Is the audience reaction different in each country ? 

Yeah, I mean French audiences compared to Australian audiences, it's very different. Australians, they really like to drink lots of alcohol, in general – so when people come to a show it can be a lot more like a party. Everybody is like pff and you know. It's really fun, it's kind of crazy. Here I find in France, people are really listening like so quiet – and it's very nice as a musician. People really listen and they listen to every word. And I find French audiences just to be amazing, incredible to play music to. And Australians are really fun and I love it, but they're always yelling things out – you know they're a bit more crazy. 

What's your clothes style ?

I like, so much different stuff. Like these kind of vintage clothes – French shoes.  I love shoes. It's not very good for travelling because it's like suitcase, suitcase... I like dresses because for me it's like good for a woman's body

like coming at the waist, like flow and on stage it's like fluid, and there's movement and it's nice to dance in. So 

silk and fabrics that flow are nice. 

How did you come to work with benjamin Biolay ? 

My record company sent me a video of him, I wanted to work with Camille actually, they said why don't you try to work with this guy ?  So I watched the video and I really liked it and then I sent him my songs and he liked it so together we met up in Paris  and went out for drinks and we both liked each other and  the idea of doing a duet and so we ended up in the studio and he recorded my record and I recorded a song for his new record coming out. So that's nice to sing in French. 

Where do you live ?

In different places. Last year, I had 3 months off tour. I lived in Los Angeles for 3 months. This year I have 6 weeks and I stayed in Sydney  in Australia. It always changes, I spent 5 months once living in New York. I spent 2 years in London. I just move all the time. I can't make up my mind, I love everywhere. 

. 

