http://theactorsstudio.org/ 
“There are actors all over the world (who) regardless of their circumstances , professional or personal, regardless of whatever difficulties they are facing, whatever problems or changes– there is one thing they can rely on & that is that 11 o’clock on Tuesday and Friday mornings come rain, shine, snow, or what have you there is a session in the Actors Studio. And the fact that actors can count on that, that they know that that exists, can help them get through.”– Lee Strasberg

The Actors Studio is a non-profit organization for professional actors, directors, and playwrights founded in 1947 in New York City by Elia Kazan, Cheryl Crawford, and Robert Lewis. The Actors Studio was formed to provide a place where professional actors could work together between jobs or during long runs to continue to develop their craft and to experiment with new forms in creative theatre work. Many known and renowned actors have benefited from their membership with the Actors Studio.

Membership is a commitment that affords a place for its members to work on their craft and techniques in private and in concert with master moderators and close colleagues. This commitment is free to our membership.

The Actors Studio in New York serves as the administrative headquarters for both the New York Actors Studio and its only branch located in West Hollywood, California.

The Actors Studio, which is not a school but an active studio for its members, has also created a completely separate, unique, fully accredited, degree granting 3 year Masters of Fine Arts Program located at Pace University in New York City.

Our season usually runs from September through mid-summer. We are closed during summer months. Ongoing work occurs in our Acting Sessions, Playwrights/Directors Unit and Playwrights/Directors Workshop. Work is constantly being developed and when it is deemed ready for public viewing, audiences are invited in for free.

The Actors Studio is not open to the public for tours.

Donations are always welcome and are tax deductible. To make a contribution, please contact our office or our Executive Director, Deborah Dixon, at any time.
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Ellen Burstyn, Harvey Keitel, & Al Pacino serve as co-Presidents.
Mark Rydell and Martin Landau serve as co-Artistic Directors in West Hollywood.

Governance is by a bi-coastal Board of Directors comprised of members

The roots of the Actors Studio go back to the Group Theatre (1931-1941) whose work was inspired by the discoveries of the great Russian actor and director Konstantin Stanislavski and his best student Eugene Vakhtangov as revealed in the legendary productions that the Moscow Art Theatre toured in America in 1923. In fact Stanislavski’s dedication to his book My Life in Art (1924) reads: “I DEDICATE THIS BOOK IN GRATITUDE TO HOSPITABLE AMERICA AS A TOKEN AND A REMEMBRANCE FROM THE MOSCOW ART THEATRE WHICH SHE TOOK SO KINDLY TO HER HEART.”
[...]  When the Moscow Art Theatre ended the American tour, several members of the theatre stayed behind and trained artists, including Lee Strasberg, Harold Clurman and Stella Adler, who would go on to form the Group Theatre along with other artists such as Elia Kazan, Sanford Meisner and Robert Lewis. These artists studied, explored, developed and improved the work of the Russian masters with extraordinary results that were unique in the history of the American theatre and a new kind of acting was born.

After the Group Theatre closed, in 1941, many of its members went their separate ways. Elia Kazan has stated that one of the principal reasons he created the Actors Studio, in 1947, was in order to preserve and develop this new American acting. He wanted to create a not-for-profit organization that would provide a laboratory, a private workshop in which the professional actor could work on his or her craft, far away from the commercial pressures of casting, rehearsal and performance. It was to be a place that would offer its member-artists an ongoing training, a continuity of work and the feeling of an artistic home like they had at the Group Theatre.

At the Studio, it was eventually decided that  membership should be achieved through an audition process of preliminary and then final auditions, where the only requirements are talent and the possibility of improvement.

In 1948, Lee Strasberg was asked by Elia Kazan to join the Studio as one of its teachers and in 1951 he became its Artistic Director, a position he maintained until his death in 1982. Strasberg’s deep understanding of the Stanislavski System and the reformulations of Vakhtangov, together with his own personal discoveries and improvements on the acting process, provided the foundation on which the Actors Studio based its work.
[...]In September 2006, the Actors Studio Drama School moved to Pace University in downtown New York City, which also is the home of one of the Program’s most visible teaching platforms, “Inside the Actors Studio,” hosted by James Lipton.
http://www.pace.edu/dyson/academic-departments-and-programs/asds?utm_source=REDIRECTasds&utm_medium=redirect&utm_campaign=redirect
Unique Aspects of the Actors Studio Drama School:
· The Actors Studio Drama School is the only MFA program officially sanctioned and supervised by the legendary Actors Studio.

· It is the only school that offers the authenticity, continuity and authority of the Stanislavski System and the Method.

· The curriculum has been designed and supervised by the leadership of the Actors Studio, including the Presidents of the Actors Studio, Ellen Burstyn, Harvey Keitel and Al Pacino.

· Our faculty members include major figures at the Actors Studio, many of them Moderators, Board Members and Associate Artistic Directors of the Actors Studio.

· All students -- actors, directors, playwrights -- train side-by-side as actors.

· All students participate in the Craft Seminars known to the world as the Bravo Network television series “Inside the Actors Studio,” hosted by James Lipton.

· In Friday Workshops the MFA candidates are exposed to different elements of the theater, such as script analysis, design, stage combat, directing, and auditioning for plays, musicals, film and television.

· All MFA dance courses are taught by the famous and prestigious Alvin Ailey American Dance Theater at their uptown studios.

· All students participate in an Observership Program at the Actors Studio.

· All MFA black-box studios for professional training are designed and equipped according to state-of-the-art standards.

· Located at prominent and easily reached campus in downtown New York City.

Repertory Season and Industry Showcase:
· In their final year, all Actors Studio Drama School students present their work to the professional world and the public, in a fully-produced professional Repertory Season at a theater in downtown Manhattan.

· In addition, after the Repertory Season, our actors present their work to representatives from the theater, film and television industries in an Industry Showcase at the Actors Studio itself in midtown Manhattan.
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After Graduation: 
· All students have the privilege, for one year, of the status of Working Finalist at the Actors Studio itself, which means they are eligible to attend weekly sessions and take a Final Audition for Studio Membership, bypassing the usual Preliminary Audition. Some of these students, if they successfully pass their Final Audition, will become Lifetime Members of the Actors Studio.

· All directing and playwriting students are invited, for at least one year, to be part of the Playwrights and Directors Workshop of the Actors Studio, a unit especially created for the continuation of the training of our directing and playwriting graduates.
http://www.stellaadler.com/
3 Year Conservatory

Audition Required
Begins September 3rd, 2013
Price: $7,500 per semester
Application Deadline: April 1, 2013
The 3 Year Conservatory is a cohesive, MFA-equivalent program that prepares the student actor for the creative challenges of the acting profession by providing students with a solid craft that guarantees continued growth as a creative artist. The academic year spans from September through May The Studio takes in a new class in September of every year.

The First Year

The first year of the program focuses on providing students a foundation from which to grow through a firm acting technique, voice and speech work, movement and physical exploration as well as contemporary and classical scene work. Students will develop a facile and responsive body, a strong and clear voice, and clear understanding of the technique.

Classes:  Acting Technique, Contemporary Scene Study, Improvisation, Physical Acting, Character, Shakespeare, Voice and Speech, Movement for Actors, Ballet, Classical Scene Study

The Second Year

The second year concentrates on applying the tools learned in the first year through intense contemporary and classical scene work with continued voice and speech work and an exploration of physical acting. Students begin performance through original work, finally culminating in a performance of a classical play in rehearsal format open to the public. Also throughout this year students begin preparing for the profession through audition work and working with industry professionals.

Classes:  Classical Scene Study, Voice and Speech, Contemporary Scene Study, Physical Acting, Stage Combat, On-Camera Master Class, Movement for Actors

The Final Year

The Final Year consists of three performances of fully produced plays, two contemporary and one classical, open to the public. This is followed by an industry showcase and includes master classses and an ongoing class on preparing for the profession with renowned actor and director, Peter Flynn.

Admission Information

NEW OPTION! Apply online using the Stella Adler Online Application Portal. Video auditions can also be submitted with this feature if you cannot audition in person. 


Admission is by interview and audition. Applicants must be 18 years of age or older, and must submit the following:

1. A completed application form.
2. Headshot and Resume
3. Two letters of recommendation, including the referee’s address and telephone number. The letters should be from teacher or persons who can supply a recommendation as to the applicant’s character and potential. Referees may be contacted directly.
4. A $60 non-refundable application fee (payable to Stella Adler Studio of Acting, Inc).

The Audition

The audition should consist of two monologues: one classical and one contemporary, no longer than 90 seconds each.  Phone Interviews and Video Auditions are acceptable, if necessary.  After the interview and audition have taken place, applicants will be formally notified phone regarding their acceptance in the program.

*prices, curriculum, and faculty subject to change

http://www.imdb.com/name/nm0012245/bio
Drawing on Stanislavski's System, Adler made it the bedrock of her technique that an actor's primary concern was with the emotional origins of the script. An actor (and acting student) must search between the lines of the script for the playwright's important, but unspoken, messages. To tap into this vein and bring forth the real meaning in a character, an actor needed both imagination and the ability to open oneself up emotionally. Essentially, Adler's method emphasized that authenticity in acting is achieved by drawing on inner reality to expose deep emotional experience. Konstantin Stanislavski taught her that "the source of acting is imagination and the key to its problems is truth, truth in the circumstances of the play."
The Actors Studio Questionnaire (James Lipton’s) 

1) What turns you on? 
2) What turns you off? 
3) What is your favorite word? 
4) What is your least favorite word? 
5) What sound or noise do you love? 
6) What sound or noise do you hate? 
7) What profession other than yours would you like to attempt? 
8) What profession other than yours would you not want to attempt? 
9) What is your favorite swear word? 
10) If Heaven exists, what would you like to hear G-d say to you as you enter the Pearly Gates? 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Inside_the_Actors_Studio
Notable alumni
	Edie Adams
Edward Albee
María Conchita Alonso
Bea Arthur
Barbara Bain
Carroll Baker
Joe Don Baker
Alec Baldwin
James Baldwin
Anne Bancroft
Richard Beymer
Patricia Bosworth
Lorraine Bracco
Marlon Brando
Geraldine Brooks
Graham Brown
Roscoe Lee Browne
Ellen Burstyn
Hayden Christensen
Montgomery Clift
Lee J. Cobb
Bradley Cooper
Frank Corsaro
James Dean
Rebecca De Mornay
Robert De Niro
Sandy Dennis
Bruce Dern
Laura Dern
Seamus Dever
Faye Dunaway
Robert Duvall
Lupita Ferrer
Sally Field
Jane Fonda
John Forsythe
Anthony Franciosa
Andy García
Ben Gazzara

	David Groh
Gene Hackman
Julie Harris
Lance Henriksen
Steven Hill
Pat Hingle
Dustin Hoffman
Phillip Seymour Hoffman
Dennis Hopper
Michael Howard
Kim Hunter
Anne Jackson
Salome Jens
Elia Kazan
Harvey Keitel
Sally Kellerman
Lyle Kessler
Bruno Kirby
Sally Kirkland
Shirley Knight
Karen Kondazian
Richard Kuranda
Diane Ladd
Margaret Ladd
Martin Landau
Cloris Leachman
Ron Leibman
Melissa Leo
Viveca Lindfors
Robert Loggia
Jack Lord
Salem Ludwig
Sidney Lumet
George Maharis
Norman Mailer
Karl Malden
Scott Marlowe
William Marshall
Peter Masterson
Jean-Baptiste Maunier
Darren McGavin
Steve McQueen
Anne Meara
Burgess Meredith
Liza Minnelli

	Manu Tupou
Jo Van Fleet
Diane Varsi
Jon Voight
Andreas Voutsinas
Ralph Waite
Christopher Walken
Eli Wallach
Lesley Ann Warren
Peter Weller
Dianne Wiest
Gene Wilder
Tennessee Williams
Shelley Winters
Joanne Woodward
Burt Young
Michael V. Gazzo
John Goodman
Lee Grant
William Greaves
Kathy Griffin
Charles Grodin

	Marilyn Monroe
Michael Moriarty
Zero Mostel
Patricia Neal
Lois Nettleton
Paul Newman
Nico
Jack Nicholson
Leslie Nielsen
Carroll O'Connor
Gerald S. O'Loughlin
Al Pacino
Geraldine Page
Chazz Palminteri
Estelle Parsons
Will Patton
Arthur Penn
Sean Penn
George Peppard
Sidney Poitier
Michael J. Pollard
Anthony Quinn
Steve Railsback
Lee Remick
Eric Roberts
Julia Roberts
Jerome Robbins
Mickey Rourke
Mark Rydell
Eva Marie Saint
Gene Saks
Sandra Seacat
Madeleine Sherwood
Felix Solis
Lane Smith
Lois Smith
Kim Stanley
Frank Silvera
Maureen Stapleton
Rod Steiger
Dean Stockwell
Eric Stoltz
Lee Strasberg
Susan Strasberg
Rip Torn



