The Natural Approach

 

The natural approach is based on a number of hypotheses about learning procedures and conditions for learning. Most of the hypotheses are based on one of the most influential models of Second Language Acquistition., called the Monitor Model, developed by the American Linguist: Stephen Krasher:

 

Acquisition -Learning Distinction 

Monitor Hypothesis 

Natural Order Hypothesis 

Input Hypothesis 

Affective Filter 

The Monitor Model is closely linked to the distinction between learning and acquistion 

The adult learner has two ways of attaining the ability to perform in L2: tacit (or subconscious) acquisition and conscious learning. 

The monitor hypothesis states that in L2 performance, the subconscious knowledge of L2 attained through acquisition initiates an utterance plan, whereas the monitor checks and corrects the language output.The Monitor is explicit, it is the learned knowledge of rules of the language. It is a kind of conscious editing process. 

Natural Order Hypothesis: the acquistion of structures of a language (both first and second) takes place in a predictable order. There are certain 'universal procedures of language development': everyone has a kind of 'internal natural syllabus of acquistion' which results in similar errors at similar moments regardless of the language you learn or of the language background. 

Input Hypothesis 

Input to the learner must be comprehensible if acquistion is to proceed through the Natural Order. To be comprehensible, input must meet a number of conditions: it must be meaningful and it must have a form at a stage in the Natural Order just beyond the learner's current understanding and competence. In this way, the learner learns to comprehend language by using clues based on the context in which the language is encountered. In this context, i+1 is often used: it indicates that, as a result of appropriately comprehensible input, the acquisition level of the learner moves from one stage (i) to the next (i+1) in a natural order of development. 

Affective Filter: Affective factors influencing L2 acquitistion are motivation, social attitude, the role of personality etc.If acquistion is to take place, learners must be affectively open to input from the L2, or in other words: learners must have a 'low affective filter'. They must not be held back for instance because of anxiety or fear of making mistakes. Through affective filtering, learners model their language according to a particular variety of the target language.
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