House Brackman Facial Nerve Grading System     ** GO TO Top **
Reference:  House JW, Brackman DE.   Facial nerve grading system.  Otolaryngol  Head Neck Surg.  1985:93,146-147.
	Grade
	Description
	Measurement*
	Function %
	Estimated
Function %

	I
	Normal
	8/8
	100
	100

	II
	Slight
	7/8
	76 - 99
	80

	III
	Moderate
	5/8 - 6/8
	51 - 75
	60

	IV
	Moderately 
Severe
	3/8 - 4/8
	26 - 50
	40

	V
	Severe
	1/8 - 2/8
	1 - 25
	20

	VI
	Total
	0/8
	0
	0


* "Measurement" is determined by measuring the superior movement of the mid-portion of the superior eye brow and the lateral movement of the oral commissure.  A scale point of 1 is assigned for each 0.25 cm of motion up to 1 cm. for both eye brow and commissure movement.  The points are then added together.  Thus, a total of 8 points can be obtained, if each structure moves 1 cm.  
** "Description" is defined as follows: 
	Grade
	Description
	Characteristics

	I
	Normal
	   Normal facial function in all nerve branches

	II
	Slight
	
Gross:  Slight weakness on close inspection, slight synkinesis.
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At Rest:  
Normal tone & Symmetry.
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Motion:  
Forehead:  Good to moderate movement.
Eye: Complete closure with minimum effort.
Mouth: Slight asymmetry.


	III
	Moderate
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Gross:  Obvious but not disfiguring facial asymmetry. Synkineisi is noticeable but not severe.  May have hemi-facial spasm or contracture. 
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At Rest:  
Normal tone & Symmetry.
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Motion:  
Forehead:  Slight  to moderate movement.
Eye: Complete closure with effort.
Mouth: Slight weakness with maximum effort.  


	IV
	Moderately 
Severe
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Gross:  Asymmetry is disfiguring and/or obvious facial weakness.
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At Rest:  
Normal tone & Symmetry.
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Motion:  
Forehead:  No movement.
Eye: Incomplete eye closure.
Mouth:  Asymmetrical with maximum effort.  


	V
	Severe
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Gross:  Only slight, barely noticeable, movement.
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At Rest:  
Asymmetrical facial appearance.
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Motion: 
Forehead:  No movement.
Eye: Incomplete closure.
Mouth:  Slight movement.


	VI
	Total
	   No facial function


