                                Globalisation and English
                          By  Mahmoud Seddik

********************************************************************************
   The aim of this article is to show how the spread of English makes it a global language or a language of globalisation. 
      What is Globalisation?       
     Mostly, Globalisation is looked at with a very negative and criticizing eye. It is believed to be destructive more than constructive. However; I’ll provide a definition that suits the two poles. Globalisation evokes fear of superpower threatening to destroy local cultures, local languages, spread American (G8) values, impose American ways of living and enslave people in a materialistic and technological world. On the other hand, it represents a world full of promises of better opportunities, higher standards of living, expanding markets and democracy: It may be both or either depending on the one who talks about it.  
  Thanks or due to globalisation, American products become ubiquitous even in the HIMALYA. 

   Thanks or due to globalisation, American values and living style are widely adopted even in Cuba. 
  Thanks or due to globalisation, American language is taught in junior high schools in Morocco.   
English is the language of globalisation.
  To prove the idea that English is a global language, it is revealing to know the status of English in the world through pondering attentively on the figures below:
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     Table 1 shows that English ranks second among languages of the world in terms of its native speakers. It comes after Chinese which has the greatest number of native speakers.
  English language is not only a mother tongue but it is also a second language in the case of countries such as India, Nigeria, and Egypt… and used also as a foreign language that is the case of a great number of countries of the world. The figure below further illustrate that English becomes widely learnt, taught, and used.
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   The inner circle represents the native speakers of English, the outer circle depicts the speakers and users of English as a second language and the expanding circle represents the users of English as a foreign language.   Globalisation has given English the following 5 main privileges. 

1- English is the most taught foreign language all over the world and it is the most preferred lingua franca in international domains 
2- Over the last 50 year, English has become the best known source of borrowing for other languages in the world 
3- In the third world countries, English is the language of higher communication in the field of science and technology, government and law.
4- The contact of English with other languages has produced more pidgins 
5- English is the target of linguistic change and transformation in language communities all over the world.
  In Morocco, the spread of English language is enhanced by several factors:
   -The achievements of the English-speaking world in the field of education, art, science and technology enhance the Moroccan government’s willingness to send an increasing number of students and academics to the U.S.A and the United Kingdom for undergraduate and postgraduate studies. The students benefit a great deal through integrating themselves with the people, the culture, and the modern technology. 
 - Politically speaking, after the 9/11 attacks and the Casablanca bombings, Morocco became an important ally to the USA. This fact led both sides to coordinate and channel their effort to put an end to the so called terrorism. This situation and other political issues create the need for stakeholders, and politicians to be competent in English to understand the innovations taking place through holding meetings, negotiations and so on.
   -English is the first international language of commerce, telecommunication, aviation, computer services, science and technology.
    -In traveling abroad.  A traveler who can speak English will usually find others who can understand him wherever he may go. 
 - English is a means of communication between non-native speakers. It is used as a lingua franca through which one can converse or interact with varied people, not necessarily native speakers.
   -Widespread exposure to English mass media such as radio and TV programmes, cine and video films, books, journals and other publications motivates the desire to learn the language for enjoyment and cultural purposes.  Furthermore, English being a foreign language in Morocco does not mean that French, which is the second language, is the dominant and the favourite language. English today is in a position where it may be said to compete with French. 
  The significant statistics in the table below show that the number of students registering every year in the English Department equals and sometimes overruns that of the French department: 

	
	2005/06
	2006/07
	

	English
	          783
	          1150
	

	French
	            522
	        750
	


    The present situation can be attributed to two major factors: the first is that attitudes toward French still hold a colonial connotation for Moroccans; that is, French is still being considered as a symbol of political and cultural dependence. The second factor is the growing importance of English language in the world and the future prospects it offers to learners.
   The more powerful a country is, the more widespread its language; so as not to misunderstand this analogy, language is not inherently more powerful than others, but its users can be, considering Russian language after the cold war and Mandarin Chinese.
       However there is a point that should be clarified regarding the spread of English which is sometimes attributed to its inherent structure and capabilities. The current dominating status of English is attributed to two major factors: the period of British colonialism and the American political, economic and cultural hegemony
The image of English as a facet of globalisation
   Globalisation and the particular use of English had been viewed as dangerous, imperialistic and hampering to the freedom of peoples and countries in the world. English is understood in its colonial context and hegemonic tendencies and maybe its danger is more concrete in nowadays’ modern and less costly colonialism conducted not by governments but by industrial companies and cultural and educational bodies. So, he is short-sighted that who hails for independence which is, I believe, a mere camouflage no more no less. 
  The use of English as a means of globalisation has contributed to the wider spread of the language which is perceived to be a threat to cultural identity in different parts of the world. And I believe that the standard local language is the major symbol of unity and identity. Therefore, the eradication of that language is an explicit way of uprooting local cultural components and thus separating citizens from their identity and creates what can be labelled “empty-sense of belonging” to pave the way in front of “Americanisation” or globalisation to fill that emptiness with Western beliefs and traditions.
     English in its Colonialist perspective has been a killer language: the question of how the Irish and the Welsh were stripped of their language and culture is a living example today hushed to silence. Moroccan students start to think of their own language at a “lesser” degree of importance. The inability to formulate proper sentences in Arabic without using French words is a crystal instance. Also, a cursory speculation on the shops notices and signs littered in some metropolitan streets will give you the impression that you are either in Paris or London. Everything is phrased in French or English in an Arabic society where 60% percent of the inhabitants are illiterate, the fact that urge us to inquire surprisingly what English and French for?
     It is clear from the foregoing investigation that English is another facet of Globalisation. Globalisation is a process that has been supported, enhanced, pushed, and made dominant by the Anglo- Americans hegemony. The language of this process is, no doubt, English and without any form of competition by other language at present.            


        











