                HALLOWEEN IS NOT AN AMERICAN FESTIVITY !

                 By Imane, Julie, Aude, Sophyan. Seconde 15

Over 2, 500 years ago, the Celtic year ended at the end of the Summer, precisely on October 31st (on our calendar).

On the night of October 31st to November 1st SAMHAIN celebrations used to begin. The Celts assumed that, on the last day of the year, the Spirits could pay a brief visit to their family. The God of Death, trying to collect the souls of those who died during the year, could reveal people's fate. The Samhain festival was the most important celebration of the Celtic festival.

[image: image1.png]“
fa




On October 31st, the Ghouls made a fire in the hearth of their homes while a ceremony was held by druids for the entire village. They put out the scare fire of an altar , then took dry branches of a sacred oak and strove to ignite a new fire. That fire was supposed to honor the God of the Sun and to drive the evils spirits away. After the ceremony, the druids offered the red embers of the new fire to every head of family. It was his responsibility to kee that fire burning until the following autumn.

This sacred fire protected the homes from dangers and drove the Evil spirits away. A big meal was served , lasting several days : pork, wine, beer, mead (the drink of the Gods) were supposed to ensure immortality. The Samhain Festival lasted one week to 15 days ; to make sure to frighten the spirits, the Celts were Grimes and wore scary costumes.

The Christians took several centuries to accept and celebrate Samhain. In the 8th century, « All Saints'Day » was moved from May to November 1st. Then, November 2nd was chosen as « The Day of The Dead ». In the 15th century, « All Saints'Day » became « All Hallows' day » , and in the 17th century « All Hallows'eve » became « Halloween »
