Channel Cup, 25-27 September, 2009

For photos see:
http://picasaweb.google.co.uk/sallyskelton77/ChannelCup?authkey=Gv1sRgCOf_5Z3E2-T31AE&feat=email#
What used to be called the autumn meeting belied its name this year, as our closing tournament was bathed in the brilliant September sunshine of the Channel coast – to the extent that an intrepid group led by president Mauerhofer actually bathed in the sea on Saturday afternoon.
It all started unpromisingly on arrival Friday noon at le Touquet, only to find the golf invaded and no sustenance available for Salamanders arriving from the four points of the compass. This entailed however discovering seafront bistros and the chippie in Etaples, so the greensome pairs competition got underway almost on time and on full stomachs. It lasted exactly one hole, as by dint of slow play in front and the use of mobile phones, all parties switched to four ball better ball from the second. As the evening shadows lengthened, so the rustic majesty of the Mer course increased, and it was with some reluctance that we all headed north to Hardelot for a reviving filet à la bière, a well appointed bar with a wide choice of whiskies, and a comfortable bed.
The Dunes course at Hardelot on the Saturday was an altogether different proposition – towering trees, manicured greens, and an exceptionally warm welcome from the (mainly British!) staff. Driving off across water on the first may sound alarming, but the main problem was seeing the ball in the sun. Fortunes varied, and despite reinforcement from Niall Saul from Dublin, UK residents Philippe Sevin and Jean-Charles Charpentier, and that erstwhile Canadian Robert Longair, the outnumbered Islands (renamed to enlarge the catchment area) team inclined to the Continentals by a narrow margin, despite the 25 gross points scored by Ashok d’Sa, which were quickly matched by a stellar performance Olivier de Beausacq, with the Continental Captain Edouard only one behind. A delicious dinner and a most convivial evening in the clubhouse, followed by sojourn in the bar for the foolhardy, brought a splendid day to an end.
On the principle of keeping the best wine till the last, the Pins course awaited us early on Sunday morning. Over 100 years old and remodeled by Tom Simpson in 1931, it presents a significant challenge, as the aforementioned pine trees seem to come ever closer with every hole. Along with from the horrific tee shot at the 9th, with its wide mouthed bunkers longing to swallow your ball, the finishing holes are magnificent. Dog’s leg at the 15th. with elevated green, then a long par 5, a par 3 of 179 metres through a narrow gap in the forest, and the wonderful par 5 to finish played up to the clubhouse. Very creditable cards were returned by the scramble threesomes, mostly around par, with the crowning glory coming from Bruno Gaussen’s hole in one on the 12th - this must have been the first occasion the moules frites that awaited us in the homely clubhouse were washed down by champagne.
With thanks to Henry Engelhardt for sponsoring the glassware and Salamander emblazoned shoe bags and golf balls, to Peter Larkin for producing and transporting them, Françoise Montenay for the “Golf en Privée” photo books by Hubert Privé (featuring translations by herself and yours truly),to Niall Saul for the smart shirts from the Condor club in Dublin where we hope to stage next year’s event, to Najeti for donating a night and round for two at the Aa resort in St; Omer, to Open Golf for their green fees for St. Quentin and spa visits to the Westminster in Le Touquet, Olivier de La Giraudière of Lanson for the champagne & Gunther for the champagne buckets, and to our Treasurer Jacqueline, whose watchful eye on our finances means that we can still pay our bills.
Historical note : the Salamander Golf Society first held its autumn meeting in Hardelot in 1989, returning in 1991.
Results
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Continent

Islands

De Beausaq

Olivier

F

39

d'Sa

Ashok

GB

34

Montenay

Bernard

F

36

Morris

Tim

GB

33

Allaire

Hervé

F

34

Charpentier

Jean-Charles

GB

32

Van den broeck

Robert

B

34

McAlpine

Torquil

GB

31

Vandenbussche

Ivo

B

32

Pigott

Simon

GB

31

de Pourtales

Edouard

F

31

Saul

Niall

Eire

30

Schock

Jean-François

L

31

Larkin

Peter

GB

29

Mauerhofer

Gunther

A

31

Skelton

Peter

GB

29

Demol

Jacques

B

29

Stewart

James

Ec.

26

Gaussen

Bruno

F

29

Longair

Robert

CD

25

Le Roy Liberge

Raymond

F

27

Paice

Roger

GB

22

Michau

Emmanuel

F

26

Sevin

Philippe

GB

21

Sevin

Jacqueline

F

25

Ladies

Vandendaelen

Jean-Marie

B

25

Demol

Norma

37

Aubin

Claude

F

22

Mauerhofer

Bernadette

31

Rivain

Bertrand

F

20

Rivain

Annick

28

Giraco

Greg 

L

20

Aubin

Colette

27

Contzen

Baudouin

B

15

Vandendaelen

Viviane

27

Naudin

Pierre

F

15

De Beausaq

Vickie

25


[image: image2.emf]Friday Pairs Le Touquet La Mer 4 ball better ball + 2 singles Net stableford

Mauerhofer Gunther Rivain Annick 44

Michau Emmanuel Charpentier Jean-Charles 43

Saul Niall Longair Robert 40

de Pourtales Edouard Aubin Colette 39

Gaussen Bruno Mauerhofer Bernadette 39

Schock Jean-François Le Garrec Jean-Luc 39

Naudin Pierre Vandendaelen Jean-Marie 39

d'Sa Ashok Sevin Jacqueline 38

Rivain Bertrand Pigott Simon 38

Stewart James Giraco Greg  36

Contzen Baudouin 36

Le Roy Liberge Raymond Vandendaelen Viviane 32

Skelton Peter 31

Aubin Claude McAlpine Torquil 30

Paice Roger Sevin Philippe 27

Vandenbussche Ivo Montenay Bernard 25
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Gross score

Schock

Jean-François

Mauerhofer

Bernadette

Pigott

Simon

-1

Saul

Niall

Montenay

Bernard

Demol

Norma

-1

Van den broeck

Robert

Le Roy Liberge

Raymond

Longair

Robert

-1

Gaussen

Bruno

Aubin

Colette

Le Garrec

Jean-Luc

0

Mauerhofer

Gunther

Sevin

Jacqueline

Skelton

Peter

=

De Beausaq

Vicki

Contzen

Baudouin

Bertrand

Bertrand

=

De Beausaq

Olivier

Rivain

Annick

Aubin

Claude

3

Vandendaelen

Vivianne

Demol

Jacques

Vandenbussche

Ivo

3

Larkin

Peter

Sevin

Philippe

McAlpine

Torquil

3

de Pourtales

Edouard

Le Garrec

Maryanne

Vandendaelen

Jean-Marie

4

Paice

Roger

Naudin

Pierre

Charpentier

Jean-Charles

6

Allaire

Hervé

Skelton

Sally

Michau

Emmanuel

7


