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1. This is a blank map of New York City and its boroughs. Please give their names and the approximate number of their populations.
/5
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(Manhattan - ≈ 1.6 million


(Brooklyn - ≈ 2.5 million


(Queens - ≈ 2.2 million


(The Bronx - ≈ 1.4 million


(Staten Island ≈ 0.5 million

2. Could you explain why is Martin Scorcese’s film entitled “New York, New York”? (20 words max)
/3
In the USA, you give the name of the State where the city is after the name of the city. 


3. Where is Stony Brook? (10 words max)
/2
It is located on the northern shore of Long Island. .

4. Questions and answers. Imagine you are speaking to Mrs Boutin. Ask 4 questions to her about her family, her house, her life. You will also give her answers, of course.
/8
Ce ne sont que des suggestions, il y avait de nombreuses possibilités.

You : 
What sort of house do you live in?
?

Tess :
Well, it is a very typical house of this region of the USA with two stories and a large family room.


You : 
Do you have any children?
?

Tess :
Yes, We do. Tom and I have two teenage boys and a little girl.


You : 
Where do you live ?
?

Tess :
We live in Stony Brook, a small village in the middle of Long Island.


You : 
What can one do to spend their free time there? 
?

Tess :
There are so many things to do and see, from museums and restaurants to outdoor activities like scuba diving.
(continued p 4)
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5. Some of the photos below DO NOT fit with the text about the Wilson family. Which ones? Justify.
/12
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	To begin with, the house one picture 1 is obviously not in Canada. We can see a big US flag next to it.
Then, picture 3 doesn’t fit either. It shows an off ground swimming pool whereas the Wilsons have an in-ground one.
And finally the family one picture 4 can’t depict the Wilsons either. They have only two girls, and their daughters are much older than the little girls on the photo. On top of that, they have no cat. Their pet is a dog.
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Reading comprehension
sub-total :
/20points

THE SON FROM AMERICA

(Berl and Berlcha are Jewish. They live in Poland. Their son, who immigrated to the USA and made a fortune there, has just come back to Poland in order to visit them.)
The family ate and drank, and when it grew quiet for a while one could hear the chirping of the house cricket. The son talked a lot, but Berl and Berlcha understood little. His Yiddish was different and contained foreign words.

After the final blessing Samuel asked, « Father, what did you do with all the money I sent you ? »

Berl raised his white brows. « It’s here. »

« Didn’t you put it in a bank ? »

« There is no bank in Lentshin. »

« Where did you keep it ? »

Berl hesitated. « One is not allowed to touch money on the Sabbath, but I will show you. » He crouched beside the bed and began to shove something heavy. A boot appeared. Its top was stuffed with straw. Berl removed the straw and the son saw that the boot was full of gold coins. He lifted it.

« Father, this is a treasure ! » he called out.

« Well. »

« Why didn’t you spend it ? »

« On what ? Thank God, we have everything. »

« Why didn’t you travel somewhere ? »

« Where to ? This is our home. »

The son asked one question after the other, but Berl’s answer was always the same : they wanted for nothing. The garden, the cow, the goat, the chicken provided them with all they needed. The son said, « If thieves knew about this, your lives wouldn’t be safe. »

« There are no thieves here. »

« What will happen to the money ? »

« You take it. »


I.B.Singer, The Son from America in A Crown of Feather and other stories.

to want for something ( to strongly need something
to shove ( to push and pull
straw = paille

PLEASE READ FROM THE BEGINNING OF THE TEXT  TO "HE LIFTED IT"
6. Find the characters’ names.
/3
The characters are Samuel, a young Polish man who has emigrated to America, and his parents Berl and Berlcha. 
Find the name of the village in which the story is set.
/1
The story is set in Lentshin.


3. Find the concrete facts that prove that

a) the son has always tried to help his parents.

He has sent them a lot of money. There is enough gold to fill a boot !

/2



Page 3/4

b) he has forgotten some of his family’s religious principles.

He doesn’t remember one is not allowed to touch money on the Sabbath.

/2

c) his parents took great care of his money.

They have indeed. They have carefully kept it in a boot under their bed.

/2

PLEASE READ TO THE END OF THE TEXT.

4. Underline the right answer
a) They didn’t spend the money because
/1
� they didn’t really need to buy anything
� they were extremely rich themselves

� their son didn’t want them to spend it

b) They didn’t travel because
/1
� they were not allowed to go out of their country

� they had nowhere they really wanted to go
� they could not afford to go abroad

c) They seem to
/1
� own a big farm

� be rather poor peasants
� be city dwellers

d) They "wanted for nothing" means
/1
� they wanted something different

� they didn’t want anything to change

� they didn’t lack anything
5. Complete the following sentences in a logical way.
/3
a) The garden provided them with fruit(s) and vegetables. .


b) The cow and the goat provided them with milk. 


c) The chickens provided them with eggs and meat.


6. Their son seems to be afraid of something.

a) What is he afraid of ?

He is afraid of possible thieves in Lentshin. 

/1
b) Is he right or wrong according to his parents ?

He is wrong. They tell him that there are no thieves in Lentshin.

/2
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